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According to the old rules, the competent tribunal
would have been an ecclesiastical court. But can.
one imagine a council of bishops passing judgment
on a necklace, deciding a gross swindle, and pro-
nouncing between a cardinal and a woman of doubt-
ful reputation ? Nevertheless, when the Pope learned
that a prince of the Church was submitting himself
to lay jurisdiction, he was deeply moved by this
renunciation of ancient privilege, and summoned a
consistory, which declared unanimously that the
Cardinal de Rohan had sinned against his dignity as
a member of the Holy College, by recognizing the
authority of the Parliament, that he was suspended
for six months, and that, if he persisted, his name
should be stricken from the list of cardinals.

But the prelate had taken the precaution to insert
a protest against lay jurisdiction in a petition to the
Parliament. A doctor of the Sorbonne was sent to
Rome, to carry to the Pope a copy of this document;
and he persuaded his Holiness that if the Cardinal
had, to his great regret, and despite his formal pro-
iest, accepted the jurisdiction of a lay tribunal, it
was because he had been compelled to bow before
the royal authority. The Vatican accepted this ex-
planation, and the Prince of Rohan was restored to
his rights and honors as Cardinal.

The Parliament, then, had jurisdiction in this
matter. What imprudence, what a false move on
the part of the government, to submit a case like
this to an assembly already agitated by revolutionary